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WhaTis THE BBLE?

he Bible is like a library: itis made up of many books
thatwere written and put together to make one hook,
over a period of more than 1,000 years.

Init, you will find stories, laws, poems, speeches,
prayers, letters, and more. The authors lived at different times
and belonged to different cultures.

Even though itwas birthed by the ancient people of Israel, the
Bible does notbelong to any one group. Rather, itis a reasure for
all of humanity.

Many of the stories in the Bible were written by people livingin
exile. They tell how God was with them through this particular
experience.

Wy reap THE BiBLE?

. elievers have experienced that God speaks through
| theBible and that reading it can help us come nearer
© toHim, as well as to live a better life. We also learn
" aboutJesus'life and teachings, which are found in the
second part of the Bible, called the New Testament,

Even without being a believer, anyone can find in the
stories of the Bible, situations or people that resemble our
own experiences. In this way, Bible passages can be an
encouragement, and guide usin the way we thinkandact.

How 10 USE THIS BROCHURE

his brochure does notreplace the Bible. It gives a selection
of passages from the Bible that tell of the experiences of
men and vomen who left their country to look for another
place to live.

The seven chapters correspond to different stages of the journey and
to finally settling in a new country. Each chapter contains several
passages to read and thinkabout To help the reader understand
each passage, there isan introduction, followed by questions and
suggestions:

1° to tainf abont the meaning of the passage, 2° o discuss
possible applications of the passage, 3° to pray usinga phrase (or
verse) from the passage, 4° to g0 @ step furtrer by reading more
from the Bible. These passages and questions can be studied alone or,
even better, by discussing them with others.

By following each of the steps, the reader will also discover
testimonies and prayers that might reflect his or her own joumey,
contributed by people from different places. They share their stories,
revealing their doubtand suffering as well as affirming their faith
and hope.

This brochure, prepared by the Bible Societies and translated into

several languages, was developed in collaboration with a group

of migrant people. The passages and prayers have already given

many people counsel, comfortand hope, as well as an invitation to
consider q different perspective on fife, and to discover that God

is notfar from each one of us.

“He gives life, breath, and everything else to i
all peaple. From one person God made all o ";';;j’_':';'g'
nations who live on earth, and he decided

when and where every nation would be,
God has done all this, so that we will look
for him and reach outand find him. He
isn’t far from any of us, and he gives us the
power to live, to move, and to be who we
are. We arehis children, justas some of
your poets have said.” (Acts 17:25b-28)

[fyou want to [earn more, we encourage
you to obtain a complete Bible. ... and
toread itl






T THE AGE OF S1¥, | LEFT CHINA and came
to France with my brother and my uncle. We had been
granted a family reunion. My parents had left home four
years earlier, and we had had very little contact with them

during this time; just a few photos. | felt like an orphan. When | asked

questiors, my family told me:“Your parents have gone to work inthe

West”

The fact was, they had risked everything to come to acountry they
knew nothing about —except that the salaries there were ten times
those of China for the same work, or so they had been told. Western
gold attracted thousands of people whowere tired of working for next
to nothing.

But my parentssoon realised that they had been deceived. They
worked hard for a fashion design company and their salaries depended
on the number of garments they made. The language barrier made it
difficult for them to communicate, travel around, fill in official forms,
efc.

But despite all the problems, my parents persevered for the sake of
pride. Returning home empty handed would have made them feel
like failures. In the meantime they had made an official request to be
reunited with their family.

A dream and an illusion changed the lives of two generations. But God
blessed our family. | was ina foreign land, far away from home, when |
met my Saviour and my Lord.

Ying, China

. {'T PLAN MY PEPARTURE. | had never even
thought of leaving. . . That Wednesday evening | could not have

imagined that | wouldn't be spending the night in my own home.

But the voices rang out clearly in my head: “Leavel You have to
leave if you want to stay alive!” | could hear the roar of canon fire and
the sound of human screams. | felt like | was lost at sea, with the wind
blowing me inall directions. | asked myself: “What should | take with
me, and what should | leave behind?” Then | looked at the four young
children looking up at me and realised that| had quite enough to carry.
5ol only took my passport.

Where should | go? | just followed the other fugitives: southwards, then
south-east, then towards the west.

Soon we were asked for our official documents. The customs officersdid
not speak our language and it suddenly hit me that | was already outside
my country. | had not made any plans, and had no provisions. [twas as
though a path had been prepared for me, but it was a difficult path to
tread because | had never beenin such a situation before. Now | wasa
foreigner ina strange land.

The people in this country looked like my people, but they were
unfriendly and did not welcome me. So| left and went back towards the
east. There, |was able to regain my strength before setting off again,
thistime going muchfurther afield. . . until | meta people who were
different from my people, and yetsimilar to them. And I still live there
today.

Sothat’s the story of how | left my home and family —even my husband,
bone of my bone, without knowing what had happened to him, o which
escape route he had taken, but hoping and praying that our paths would
Cross again one day.

Yvonne Rwanda
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UNI(NOWN DESTINATION

',"he lord said to Abram: Leave
your country, your family, and
your relatives and go to the land that
nGENESIS 12:1-5 I'will show you. | will bless you and
make your descendants into a great
« Abraham, who was nation. You will become famous

first called Abram, is © and be a blessing to others. | will
seen as the father ofall = pless aryone who blesses you, but

believers.Onedayhe 1 i it 2 curse on anyone who
hears a call from God

| m’
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tolenvahis eauthy puts a curse on you. Everyone on . { » ?
PR S earth will be blessed because of you. ‘ T il i

desEination. This:s Abram was seventy-five years old

the beginning of a when the Lord told him to leave the

long journey during city of Haran. He obeyed and left

which he will learn with his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot,

to listen to God and all the possessions and slaves they

and to trust Him. had got while in Haran. They came to
the land of Canaan.

% Think about
+ Why does Abraham leave?
+ What are God’s promises tohim?
« What does he leave behind, and what does he take

with him?

i Discuss

\ { « Do you think God called you to leave (or were you
forced to go)?

+» What do these promises given to Abraham, and this
unknown country, mean to us?

g Pray, using verse 2

i “l will bless you and make your descendants into a great
nation. You will become famous and be a blessing to
others.”
As we step into the unknown, God's blessing goes with us.

Go a step further

« Read Genesis 12 to 25.
See also passages 9 and 18 in this brochure.
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Think about
« Describe the circumstances causing Joseph to be exiled

in Egypt.
+ Did he choose to leave?

Discuss

« How should we act when we experience hate and
Jjealousy from those who are close to us?

« Does Joseph'’s story remind you of stories that you know
of in your circle of acquaintances?

Pray, using verse 24

“Joseph’s brothers threw him into a dry well.”

When I feel like I'm down at the bottom of a well, and even
if my problems remain, God doesn’tforget me: i can cry
outto Him!

Go astep further
« Read Genesis 37 to 50.

“You tried to harm me, but God made it turn
outfor the best” (Genesis 50:20)
See also passages 26 and 28 in this brochure.

BEtravep BY His FAMILY

\ 'V /hen Joseph came to his

V' brothers, they pulled off | g3} Genesis 37:23-28

his fine coat and threw him
Into a dry well.

As Joseph's brothers sat down

to eat, they looked up and
saw a caravan of Ishmaelites
coming from Gilead. Their
camels were loaded with all
kinds of spices that they were
taking to Egypt. So Judah said,
“What will we gain if we kil our
brother and hide his body? Let’s
sell him to the Ishmeaelites and
not harm him. After all, he is our
brother” And the athers agreed.
When the Midianite merchants
came by, Joseph's brothers took him
out of the well, and for twenty pieces
of silver they sold him to the Ishmaelites
who took him to Egypt.

= Joseph is the second
youngest son of the
patriarch Jacob, and he
receives many more favours
than his brothers. One day
his jealous brothers decide
to get rid of him, when he
meets them where they are

looking after their animals.



A DEATH THREAT

/\ fler the wise men had gore, an angel
" \fiom the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, "Get upl Huny and teke the
child and his mother to Egypt] Stay there until
[ el you to retum, because Herod s looking
« During the early years for the chid and wants to Kl iim.” Thet
of Jesus’ life, his parents night, Joseph got Up and took his wife and
Joseph and Mary are the child to Egypt, where they stayed until
visited by Wise Men Herod died. So the Lord's promise cane
(“magi”) who comefrom | e just as the prophet had said, ! called
the East to “worship the mysonaut of Eqypt”

HiMATTHEW 2:13-18

k:}gsoz Z?Zﬁgs _',"_;f:: When Herod found out thet the wise men
L0 s from the east had ticked him, e wes very

news frightens King

Uersdihafsarsiar angry. He gave orders forhs men to kil all the

boys who Ived inornear Bethiehem and were
o years did and younger This was based on
whet he had amt from the wise men.

Sothe Llod'spromise came tiue, just asthe prophet

Jremiah had said, “In Ramah a voice wes heard

aying and weeping loudly. Rachel was mouming for

her chidren, and she refused 1o be comioned, because
they were dead.”

his throne. Herod
decides to eliminate
any potential
competitor.

Think about
% » Why do Joseph, Mary, and Jesus flee to Egypt?
« Did they choose to leave?
« What happens to those who stay behind?
«In what way is God present in this story? What about Jesus?

jwci Discuss
« Do you think God allowed you to leave, either alone or
with your family?

« Does God speak through dreams?

« Does this account of Herod killing children, and the
example of the mother crying, remind you of events that
you know of?

4 Pray, using verse 14
L “That night, Joseph got up and took his wife and the child
to Egypt.” God opens a way that gives reason to hope.

1 @ Goastep further |
| % « Read Matthew 1and 2.

POVERTY AND HUNGER

[ efore Israel was 1uled by Kings,
[ JElimelech from the tribe of
Ephrath lived in the town of
Bethlehem. His wife was named n Ruth 1:1-5
Naomi, and their two sons were

Mahlon and Chilion. But when « The book of Ruth begins
their crops failed, they moved 10 | with the story of a family
the country of Moab. from Israel who leave to
And while they were there, | settlein a neighbouring
Himelech died, leaving Naomi  <countryin orderto escapea
with only hier twio sons. famine.

Later  Naomi's sons married
Moabite  women. One  was
named Orpan and the other
Ruth. About ten years later,
Mahlon and Chilon also died.
Now Naomi had no husband or
SQns.

} Think about
» Why does this family leave its homeland?
« Will they find happiness in the country of Moab?

Discuss

« How can someone bear to continue living after having
known much sorrow?

« What particular difficulties do women who live alone in
exile have to face?

?
S0

g Pray, using verse 5

1 “Now Naomi had no husband or sons.”
When there is no one else to turn to, God is our only
stpport. He will bless Naomi at the end of her life.

Go a step further
*Read Ruth 1, especially verses 18 to 22.
See also passages 14 and 19in this brochure.




I Guoess 27:33-37, 41-4

« Shortly before his
death, Isaac, one of the
ancestors of the people
of Israel, wants to give
his blessing to his older
son, Esau, as was the
custom. But Rebekah,

Isaac’s wife, arranges
things so that facob, RESP ONSIB LE?
the younger son, who is - _ x
her favourite, receives - | saac started trembling and said,
the blessing instead. | “Then who brought me some
Because of this, wild meat just before you came in?
Esau starts to hate | ate it and gave him a blessing that
his brother, who cannot be taken back.”
consequently Esau cried loudly and begged, “Father,
has to flee for give me a blessing toal”
his life.

Isaac answered, “Your brother tricked me and
stale your blessing.”
Esaut replied, "My brother deserves the name Jacob,
because he has already cheated me twice. The first time
he cheated me out of my rights as the firstborm son, and now he
has cheated me out of my blessing.” Then Esau asked his father,
“Don't you still have any blessing left for me?”
"My son,” Isaac answered, “l have made Jacob the ruler over
you and your brothers, and all of you will be his servants. | have
also promised him all the grain and grapes that he needs. There’s
nothing left that | can do foryou.”

Esau hated his brother Jacob because he had stalen the blessing
that was supposed to be his. So he said to himself, “Just as soon
as my father dies, I'll kill Jacob.”

When Rebekah found out what Fsau planned to do, she sent for
Jacob and told him, “Son, your brother Esau is just waiting for the
time when he can kill you. Now listen carefully and do what | say.
Qo to the home of my brother Laban in Haran and stay with him
for a while. When Esau stops being angry and forgets what you
have dore to him, 'l send for you to come home. Why should |
lose both of my sans on the same day ?”

Think about

» Why does Esau hate his brother Jacob?

« In this situation, do the parents treat their children
fairly?

Discuss

+ What must Jacob think of his brother? Of his mother?
Of his enforced departure?

« Where does our responsibility begin in the things that
happen to us?

Pray, using verse 43

“Go to the home of my brother Laban in Haran and
stay with him for a while.”

Ask God for wisdom in order to know how to act.

Go a step further

«Read Genesis 25 to 36.
Seealso passages 1and 18 in this brochure.




n [saian 30:1-7

» The people of Israel
often sought the
protection of their more
powerful neighbours,
but without weighing
the consequences

of their choices, and

especially without
consulting God.
The prophet Isaiah
denounces this
behaviour.

Wh

Is i THE wiLL oF Gop?

his is the Lord’s message for his
rebellious people: “You follow
yourown plans instead of mine; you
make treaties without asking me,
and you keep on sinning. You trust
Egypt for protection. So you refuse
my advice and send messengers
to Egypt to beg their king for help.
You will be disappointed, completely
disgraced for trusting Egypt. The
King's power reaches from the city of

Zoan as far south as Hanes. But Egypt
can't protect you, and to trust that
nation is useless and foolish.”

!eqve?

This is a message about the animals of the Southemn
Desert:

“You people cany treasures on donkeys and camels. You
travel to a feeble nation through a troublesome desert
filled with lions and flying fiery dragons. Egypt can't help
youl That's why | call that nation a helpless monster.”

% Think about

« Why do you think that these people wanted to go to Egypt?
» What do they think they will find there?
« What does God think about this situation?

. Discuss
% « What ideas do we entertain about the country where we
want to go?
« Can that lead to disappointment later?
» How should we react when the reality does not match
our hopes?
« How do we know the will of God concerning our
departure plans?

i

Pray, using verse 2

“So you refuse my advice and send messengers to Egypt
to beg their king for help.”

It is never too late to seek God'’s will, and to ask others for
advice.

L8]

Go a step further

* Read Isaiah 30 to 32.
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f THE DECEPTION OF THE CITIES

saw another angel come from
heaven. This ane had great power,
and the earth was bright because of
his glory. The angel shouted, “Fallen!
Powerful Babylon has fallen and is

ReveLamion 18:1-5,10-19

is ;T;g;:;if; ??Jbg):"l:;f now the home of demaons. It is the
power that does not den of every filthy spirit and of all

respect God's will. In unclean birds, and every dirty and
the book of Revelation, hated animal. Babylon's evil and

Babylon represents immoral wine has made all nations
Rome, capital of the drunk. Fvery king on earth has
Roman Empire that slept with her and every merchant

ruled the world at that

on earth Is fich because of her evil

time. The passage desires.” Then | heard another voice
describes how the ; n . |

city will be destroyed fom heaven shout, Wy peop ?' you

becatise of pride must escape from Babylon. Don't take

partinhersins and share her punishment.
Her sins are piled as high as heaven. God
has remembered the evil she has done.”

and injustice.

Her sufferings will frighten them, and they
will stand at a distance and say, “Pity that great
and powerful cityl Pity Babylon! In a single hour her
Judgment has come.”
Every merchant on earth will mourn, because there is no one to
buy their goods. There won't be anyone to buy their gold, silver,
Jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, sweet-
smelling wood, fancy carvings of ivory and wood, as well as things
made of bronze, iron, or marble. No one will buy their cinnamon,
spices, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, olive oll, fine flour
wheat, cattle, sheep, horses, chariots, slaves, and other humans.
Babylan, the things your heart desired have all escaped from you.
Every luxury and all your glory will be lost for ever. You will never
get them back. The merchants had become rich because of her
But when they saw her sufferings, they were terrified. They stood
at a distance, crying and mouming. Then they shouted, “Pity the
great city of Babylon| She dressed infine linen and wore purple and
scarlet cloth. She had jewellery made of gold and precious stones
and pearls. Yet in a single hour her riches disappeared.”

Every ship’s captain and passenger and sallor stood at a distance,
together with everyone who does business by travelling on the
sea. When they saw the smoke from her fire, they shouted, “This
was the greatest city everl” They cried loudly, and in their somow
they threw dust on their heads, as they said, “Pity the great city
of Babylon! Everyone who salled the seas became rich from her
treasures. But in a single hour the city was destroyed.”

Think about

% « What is the wealth of this city?
» What are the reasons for God'’s judgment and curse?
+ What could the last verse mean: “in a single hour”?

Discuss

« Can this passage help us to think about the cities or
countries that now seem importantin the world?

« Do we belong in cities like these?

« Do our dreams match reality?

—

)
el

Ssa

g Pray, using verse 10

i “Pity that great and powerful city! Pity Babylon!In a
single hour her judgment has come.”
The arrogance of wealth often leads to trouble. God
can give us the strength to avoid it.

Go a step further
« Read Revelation 17 to 22.



chose to leave, Lord.

| left behind the village orchards,

The misery of famine,

The laughter of children, the noise of war,
The singing of women at work,
And the shame of my failures...
| was living a peaceful life with my family,
Now I'm alone,
With all the worries that go with being animmigrant...
When morning comes | pray to you:
Be my strength and my guide in these difficult days!
When evening arrives
And | start to worry about tomorrow
Take away my fears and renew my courage.
Look favourably upon me, my God,
You are the Father and you never forget your children
| left the life | had to become a new persen.
| don't know what lies ahead,
But | believe that in your love
You will give me a new startin life,
Somewhere far away from the pain
That pushed me to leave.

Ruth, Congo
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ord, you arein control of everything that

happens, you reign over all your Creation.

| worship you my God and my Saviour.

| praise you because you have a wonderful
plan for my life.
Thank you for allowing my family to be reunited,
thank you for giving us everything we needed in
this foreign land, thank you for preparing me to
meet you personally one evening at the age of
twelve,
From China to France via ltaly, you called me,
you transformed my life through Jesus Christ,
and you called me to share the Good News of his
love.
May all the glory be yours!

Ying, China
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unknown might mean facing the

suspicion and unkindness of others.
At the same time, it means experiencing
God’s help and protection, sometimesin
unbelievable ways. On theroad, you also
meet some very kind people,

S tarting out on a journey into the

HEN | LEFT THE LAND OF MY FATHERS,

WHERE | WAS GOINGTO BE KILLED, | knew

thatI'd never see my family again. | had to leave behind

everything | owned. | felt like the Children of Israel
leaving Egypt: my enemies behind me, the sea before me.

The first staging post of this journey into the unknown was in a country
where | could stay legally. After a month of waiting in vain for a visa for
Europe, | took aflight to a transit country. But| couldn’t find any of the
people whose addresses| had been given. Finally, someone helped me:

she bought me a train ticket toa town near the border and gave me some
money.

I looked for a smuggler to take us across, my son and myself, along with
some other people from my country. | had leftall our belongings at the
hotel. The man asked for a large amount of money, and also for my passport.

We walked from the border town. Itwas a freezing cold night — it was
snowing, infact. | thought | was going to die because of my heart problems.
| stumbled many times and fell face-down in the mud. Would we be caught
by the police like the other group of fugitives the previous night? But we
were protected: the police didn't come out that night because it was too
cold.

After wealking for three hours we finally crossed the border. We were dirty,
soaking wet and exhausted. All day long we had looked for someone who
might be able to help us. We had had nothing to eat. Where should we go?
| didn't know anyone and had no money. ...

I shall never forget the person who said: “You canstay here. Are you hungry?”
This young couple opened their home to usand gave us dean clothes to
wear. | always used to ask: “Whats going to happen next?; but this time |
had been led to the ‘promised land’

Ester, fran

T WASTHE JOURNEY OF ATHOUSAND AND ONE

MIGHTS. Justlike Mary and Joseph when the angel of God came

to warn them of impending danger, these people had to leave their

village in haste. Some had to leave their homes, their countries and
their loved ones in the same way. Under a rain of bombs, through the dlatter
of kalashnikors, facing the threat of death, we left with no preparation and
ventured into the unknown. Then the interminable journey began. Along
the way you often meet people like Rahab (Joshua 2), who are willing to
shelter and protect you, risking their own lives in the process. God will never
forget their kind gestures. On thisdifficult journey God is always present, and
guides our footsteps along the path he has chosen for usinadvance.

Yvonne, Rwanda
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A diffcut

Think about

- What do theisraelites ask for?

« Why do you think the king of Edom stops them from
crossing his ferritory?

Discuss

« Does this story remind you of situations inyour own
journey?

- How didyou react at the fime?

« What do you now think ofyour reaction?

Pray, using verse 21

“Then Edom sent out its strongest troops to keep Israel
from passing through its territory. So thelsraelites had to
go in another direction.”

When we face people who arehostileto us, God can show
us another path.

Goastep further
+» Read Numbers 20and 21.

journeg

THE HARDNESS OF MANKND T

nNUMBEHS 20:14-21

I\,.] oses  sent  Mmessengers
.

Vo from lsrael’s camp near o After leaving Egypt
Kadesh with this message for where they had been slaves,
the king of Edom: the people of Israelfind
We are Israelites, your own themselves in the desert. To
relatives, and we'e sure you  getto thecountry that God

had promised to give them,
they have to cross
the territory
oftheking «
of Edom.

have heard the terrible things
that have happened to us.
Cur ancestors settled in Egypt
and lived there a long time. But
later the Egyptians were cruel
to us, and when we begged
our Lord for help, he answered
our prayer and brought us out of
that land.

Mow we are camped at the border
of your territory, near the town of
Kadesh. Please let us go through your
country. We won't go near your fields
and vineyards, and we won't drink any
water from your wells. We will stay on the
main road untilwe leave your termitory.

But the Edomite king answered, "Moo, 1won't let you
go through our country! And if you try, we will attack you "
hoses sent back this message: “We promise to stay on the
main road, and if any of us or our fivestock drink your water, we
will pay for it \We just want to pass through ™

But the Edomite king insisted, "You cant go through our
landl” Then Edom sent out its strongest troops to keep lsrael
from passing through its territory. So the (sraefites had to goin
another direction.




A diffiut

GOD’S HELP AND PROTECTION

B

Eany the next moming Abraham
gave Hagar an animal skin full of
water and some bread. Then he put
the boy on her shoulder and sent
them away.
They wandered aroundinthe desert
near Beersheba, and after they had
run out of water, Hagar put her son
under a bush. Then she sat down
a long way off, because she could
not bear to watch him die. And she
cried bitterly
When God heard the boy aying,
the angel of God called out to Hagar

EGENESIS 21:14-21

« Sarah, Abraham’s wife,
was infertife fora long
time. One day she asks
Abraham to sleep with
Hagar, her slave: the child
whe is bomn to them is
named lshmael Sarah
herself would finally have
achild, called Isaac. Some
years later, she asks
Abraham to send Hagar
and shimael away.
However, according
to the custom,
Sarah should
have thought of
Ishmael as her
own sorn.

journey

from heaven and said, "Hagar, why are you

worried? Don't be afraid. | have heard your

son aying. Help him up and hold his hand,

because | will make him the father of a great

nation.” Then God fet her see awell. So shewent

to thewel and filled the skin with water, then gave some
to herson.

God blessed Ishmael, and as the boy grew older, he became an
expert with his bow and arrows. He fived in the Paran Desert, and
his mother chose an Egyptian woman for him to marry.

% Think about
» Why do Hagar and her son find themselves abandoned
in the desert?
« How does Hagar feel?
« How does God take care of them?

Discuss

« Did you suffer from a family conflict that forced you to
feave?

+ What didyou do to survive?

s Haveyou already experienced God's help?

==

i Pray, using verse 17
“Why areyouworried? Don't be afraid.”
Trusting God with all my fears.

Goastep further
«Read Genesis 12to 25,

See also passages 1and 18 in this brochure.




N - GOD GOES WITH HIS PEOPLE

I\/I oses said. Israel, do you want
to go into the land the Lord

Step2§ &0

promised your ancestors? Do you
mDEUTEHUNUMY 8:1-6  want to capture I, five there, and
become a powerful nation? Then

« Before arriving in be sure to obey every command |
the country promised am giving you.
by God, Israelspent

Dont forget how the Lord your
S TRl God has led you through the desert
the people lacked for Fhe past. forty years. He wahped
nothing. But, they 10 find ot if you were truly wiling
must continue to obey to obey him and depend on him,
\ Hiscommandments. 50 he made you go hungry. Then
e he gave you manna, a kind of food
. that you and your ancestors had
. nevereven heard about. The Lord was
teaching you that people need more
than food to five — they need every word

that the Lord has spoken.
Over the past forty vears, your clothing
hasn't worn out, and your feet havent
swollen. So keep inmind that the Lord has been

endless years in the

correcting you, just as parents correct their children.

Obey the commands the Lord your God has given you
and worship him with fear and trembling.

A diffiut

journey

vy

' Think about
% « What should the people of God learn from their trials
and suffering in the desert?
« How did God accompany His children during these
40 years?

0

Discuss

« Haveyou suffered in order fo get whereyou are?

« How do you understand the trials that you have gone
through?

+ How does God infervene in the midst of difficulties?

s

Pray, using verse 3

“The Lord was teaching you that people need more
than food fo live - they need every word that the Lord
has spoken.”

God’s Word is essential food: it helps uslive and
believe in Him.

@ Goastep further
+ Read Deuteronomy 1to 11,

l\;‘b



HELP AND HOSPITALITY FOR OTHERS

| esus replied: As a man was going

_ down from Jerusalem to Jericho,

m Luke 10:30-37  robbers attacked him and grabbed
= - everything he had. They beat him up
o Oneday, aspeciafist ~ and ran off, feaving him haif dead. A
in the fewish lawcame  priest happened to be going down
to ask Jesus, “Who is  the same road. But when he saw
myneighbour?” Jesus  the man, he walked by on the other
answerswithastory  side (ater a temple helper came to
thatinvolvessome o < oe place. But when he saw
teligious people;ang the man who had been beaten up,

also a Samaritan b b i o
i AEHRRE RS, e also went by on the other side.

e Samaritars A man from Samaria then came
were rejected and traveling along that road. When he
despised by the saw the man, he felt sormy for him and

Jews. went over to him. He treated hiswounds
with ofive oil and wine and bandaged
. them. Then he put him on his own donkey
' and took him to an inn, where he took
care of him. The next moming he gave
the innkeeper two sitver coins and said,
“Please take care of the man. If you
spend more than this on him, T will pay
wou when | return.” Then Jesus asked,
“Which one of these three people
was a real neighbour to the man
who was beaten up by robbers?”
The teacher answered, "The one
who showed pity” Jesus said,
“Go and do the samel”

=z

Thinkabout

« Why does Jesus tell this story?

« Why does he choose a Samaritan in order fo teach
about being a good neighbous?

«Imagine thereaction of the wounded man
who must accept that he has been helped by a
Samaritan.

Discuss

«Haveyou ever found yourself in a situation similar
to that of one of the peaple in this story?

«As aforeigner, is it always easy to help others?

«How can we act so that others abanden their
prejudices against foreigners?

Pray, using verse 34

“Hetook him to an inn, where he took care of him.”
Thank God for alf the “good Samaritans” we meet
afong our path!

Go astep further
+ReadLuke9:51t0 11:36.



PRAYER

ord, you are the cne who led me to this new
country. You called me to leave the land of my
. ancestors for a place you promised to show
* me. | have never stopped trusting you from the
moment | left until today. You have protected me and
you've shown me what | should do. You have sent
people to help me. My Lord, | trust you more than
[ trust human beings.
| miss my family, but | know you're taking care of
them.
Your plan for my lifeis not yet finished. | want to
serve you in this new country. | want to help other
foreigners who come herein search of a peaceful place to
live. Oh Lord, my God and my Saviour,
| thank you for the wonderful things you have done
in my life.
Ester, fran

Y have blessed me, Lord,
£ £ Through the kindness of all those
Whom you've placed on my journey.
In the warm looks of the people I've met,
I've seen your eyes looking at me,
Full of love and compassion.
I all the hands that have reached out to me,
Pve seen your hands, open, ready to rescue me.
In the comforting words that have been spoken to me,
I've received your word,
Resounding in the depth of my being
And restoring my faith.
| want to say thank you, Lord,
For your goodness that goes with me every day.
Ruth, Congo

A difficut

W (L0 EEE i g

\ \mH never \ae in neeG‘.

You let me vest in %e\o‘s og green grass.
You \eao‘ me to streams og peacegu water,
Ano‘ you m%@éﬁ iy \ige.

You e true to your name,

Ano‘ You load me a\ong the "rflgkﬂc pa‘t\wg.

\ may waH{ Jc\vﬁoug‘w vaneqs as 0‘0119\{ as Aeaf‘w,
BUJC \ won,‘t be a%ﬂaio‘.

You are it me,

AHA LJOU'T’ gkepke'pA,g 'T’OA ma\{eg me ‘Fee\ S'a‘Fe.

You treat me toa gear;t, hile my enemies bl
ou honour me as your guest,
Ano‘ Yyou %H my cup unJci\ it ove"r»gows.

oUF? |r10‘ne99 aﬂG‘ \O\-’e

Wln a\waqg 5o ATy eac‘w Aaq og my \ige,
Ano‘ \ \mn o gcmeveﬂr» in yeur Louge{ Lo‘m‘.

Dga\m 25



{1 rriving in a new country does not solve all
fz'l our problems. Many men and women are
1 victims of exploitation; they work illegally
for a pittance and often stir up jealousy. Abuse
of thiskind is notin line with Biblical law,
which commands to respect foreigners, The
Bible encourages all believers, whatever their
circumstances, to adopt a lifestyle
marked by goodness and the
rejection of hatred.

¥ LIFE WAS DIFFICULT IN THE COUNTRY |
COME FROM. Aswell as poverty, | ako had to face social
rejection because I'm a Christian. [ left my country in search of
somewhere o live humarely. There have beenso many obstacles

onmy journey —enoughto make thestrongestof minds give up their goall

But by today many things have changed in my life. 'm delighted tosay that
I'm safe and completely free. | can practise my faith without fear. | have also
received the professional training | needed. 've met many people, believers
and non-believers, who have shown me love and helped me along the way.

Nevertheless, my situation remairs precarious. My biggest problem is
finding a jobso that | can be independent. | do sometimes get discouraged
when | realise that I'm being discriminated against. | get the impression
that my foreign-sounding name, the colour of my skin, and my age, all
contribute to this negative reaction. Still, | try to put these problems into
perspedctive, and to have a positive attitude towards people — like Jesus
said:“Do not judge others, and God will not judge you.” {(Matthew 7:1)

I try toalways have faith, in myself, but mostly in God. Inthe face of
difficulty, and in my weakness, | try to live out my faith and never give up.

fbrahim, Comoros

LEFT MY COUNTRY BECAUSE OF ECONOMIC PROBLEMS.

Following my divorce, | couldr’t afford to bring up my two children

on my nursery teacher’ssalary. When | got home after three months

in Gyprus where | worked as afarm labourer, | thought: “l want to
start again somewhere else, life & too hard here!”When | arrived in Paris
by train | requested political asylum, knowing very well that my request
was far-fetched. | persisted in spite of all the refusals, but ended up going
underground. | had been ordered to leave the country four times. | worked
onthe side {moonlighting}, but | had managed to get an apartment and
was able to pay the rent. | went to evening classes to learn French. | had
also managed to bring my children with me.

During this time | went to church reqularly. The faith | had known since
childhood was a constant support to me.

Unfortunately, | committed a crime and ended up in prisonfor a few
months. There, | started to read the Bible avidly. In the Orthodox tradition

I was brought up in, we only come into contact with the Bible through the
liturgy. But while | was in prison | realised that the Word of God is of utmost
importance, and it’s the tool we have in common with all the Christian
churches. One Sunday morning during the service, while the priest was
explaining the Word of God, | closed my eyesand | imagined that | was back
inmy home church.

Discovering thisfellowship with other believers hasopened up the restof my life.
The other good news sthat I've just received my official documents!

Tatiana, Russia



Seexing

FOREIGNER SHOULD BE RESPECTED

EL m Levimicus 19:33-34 Qn’t‘iff—treat any foreigners who
= EDEUTERONOMY 77:19 live in your fand. mgteadl, reat
w them as well as you treal citizens

- In the Bible, respect and love them as much as you love
for those who are weak | Yoursell. Remember, you were once
- widows, orphans, and foreigners in the land of Egypt. | am
immigrants —is abasic  the Lord your God.
value,

We ask the Lorp [0 puUL a curse on
anvone  who  keeps
he poor from getling
Jjustice, whether hese
poor are  foreigners,
widows, or  orphans
And. .. the pecple wil
answer, “Amen!”

Think about
% « Why does God tell His people to respect and love
foreigners?
« What must the people of Israel remember?

fa}
]

Discuss

« It is sometimes said that only he who has been treated
like a foreigner can love and respect foreigners: what

do you think?

+ As a newcomer, do you think that you are treated the
same as the inhabitants of your host country?

=

i Pray, using verse 34
“Treat them as well as you treat citizens and love them
as much asyou love yourself”
May thisrequirement be understood by everyone!

Go a step further
« Read Leviticus 19 and Joshua 8:30-35.




Seeing

,W;;?MEETING OUR BASIC NEEDS

mRum 2:1-13 One day, Ruth said to Naomi,

Jolet me see If | can find
« Naomi returned someone who will let me pick up
tolsraelwithher e grain left in the fields by the
daughter-in-law Ruth, = harvest workers " Naomi answered,
whoisalsoawidow. | “Gg ghead, my daughter” So
Having absolutely | gaiont away, Ruth went out to
nothing, they must do ‘ e ‘
whitever they cania pick up arain in a field owned by
s thErnslias Bogz. He Was 3 relative of Naomi's
hushand Elimelech, as well as a rich
and important man. When Boaz left
Bethlehern and went out to his field,
he said to the harvest workers, "The
Lord bless youl” They replied, “And may
the lord bless voul” Then Boaz asked
the man in charge of the harvest workers,
“Who is that young woman?”
The man answered, “She is the one who came
badk from Moab with Naomi. She asked if she
could pick up grain left by the harvest workers, and
she has been working all moming without @ moment’s
rest.”
Boaz went over to Ruth and said, ! think it would be
best for you not o pick up grain in anyone eise’s field.
Stay here with the women and follow along behind
thern, as they gather up what the men have cut | have
warned the men not to bother you, and whenever you
are thirsty, you can drink from the water jars they have
fiiled.” kKuth bowed down to the ground and said, “You
know | came from another country. Why are you so
good tome?”

Q pl@.cé

Bozaz answered, “I've heard how you've
helped your mother-in-awy ever shce
your hushand died. You even left
your own father and mother
o come and five in a foreign
land amcng people you don't
know | pray that the Lord
God of tsrad will reward you
forwhnat you have done. And
now that you have come to
hirmy for protection, | pray that
he will bless you.”

Ruth reglied, “Sir it's good of you
to speak kindly to ime and imake me
feel so welcome. I'm not even ane of
YOLK Servants.”

Think about

% « What does Ruth do to survive in a foreign country?
« Is her presence accepted? Why?
« Would she have been able to survive without Boaz?

Q

Discuss

« Think back to your arrivalin your host country: does
Ruth’s story remind you of anything in your own
experience?

+ Were there any people who helped you?

a
—=c

i Pray, using verse 10
“You know | come from another country. Why are you so
goodto me?”
May God place kind people along my path!

Go a step further
+ Read the book of Ruth.

Seealso passages4and 19 in this brochure.




m GEnEsis 31:1-7

m MaTTHEw 5:43-48

man, and he got everything he owns

from our father” Jacob also noticed that
Laban was not as friendly as he had been
before, One day the Lord said, Jacob, go back
to your refatives in the land of your ancestors, and

Pwill bless yvou.” Jacob sent for Rachel and leah to meet

by arelative.

« Jacob, who fled the + Referring back to
anger of his brother traditional teaching,
o Esau after having Jesus invites
deceived him, then his listeners to R
. EXPLOITED AND DECEIVED oy e e EJECT HATRED
) ) harsh experience way of living o B
[acab heard that Laban's sons were of being deceived with and \/ou have heard people say, “Love
J complaining, acob is now a rich and exploited loving others. | your neighbouwrs and hate your

enemies.” But ! tell you to love your

enemies and pray for anyone who iltreats

you, Then you will be acting like your Father

in heaven, Hemakes the sun rise on both good

and bad people. And he sends rain for the ones
who do right and for the ones who do wrong. If vou

him in the field where he kept his
sheep, and he told them:

Your father isn't as friendly with me
as he used to be, but the God my

fove only those people who love you, will God reward
you for that? Bven tax collectors love their friends. If you
greet only your friends, what's so great about that? Don't
even unbelievers do that? But you must ahways act tike

ﬁio

ancestors worshipped nas  been
on my side, You know that | nave
worked hard for your father and that
he keeps cheating me by changing
my wages time after time. But God
has protected me

Think about

«How is Jacob treated by his father-in-law and his
brothers-in-faw?

» Why does he decide to go back to his own country?

Discuss

« How do you react if you are mistreated or exploited by
an employer?

» Doyou feel like fighting to make a place for yourself, or
do you feel like leaving?

Pray, using verse 7

“..hekeeps cheating me by changing my wagestime
after time. But God has protected me.”

Refuseto suffer injustice. Rely on God'’s help.

Go a step further
« Read Genesis 25 to 36.
Seealso passages 5 and 28 in this brochure, |

your Father in heaven

o
0

—=

Think about

+ What is new in the teaching that Jesus gives?

+ What argument does He use to encourage love for our
enemies?

Discuss

« in your situation, have you come across people who
cause you to suffer?

« Is Jesus’ teaching really applicable when we are
confronted by rejection, racism, threats of expulsion,
andsoon?

Pray, using verse 44

“..pray for anyone whoifl-treats you.”

God'’s love can transform the life of any human being,
even those who hurt me and who seem impossible to
fove!

Go a step further
«Read Matthew 5 to 7 and Romans 12:14-21.



q ploce
BEHAVE PrOPERLY PRAYER

ear friends, you are foreigners ord God
Jand strangers on this earth. So \

| beg you not to surrender to those I believe that you gave us this world

1 Peter 2:11-12 desires that fight against you. Ahways To share with one anather.
let others see you behaving property, I believe
. The apostle Peter = €ven though they may stil accuse That there is room for everyone in this world,
enf;g;acgaes?elﬁegers you of doing wrong. Then on the Black or white, strong or weak,
their;eefl;aiio(:ﬁt gay of Judgmen[, they will honour Tall or small, clever or not-so-clever.
‘ od by telling the good things they In the torment of exile,
S8 yoLido In the weakness of hardship,

In the uncertainty of tomorrow,

1am still the child you love

And whom you placed here on earth,

Just where you want me to be.

You helped me find rest after my long journey,
You gave me somewhere to live.

My feet are treading on new ground,

i in YA : ¥m discovering a different people,
) With their different ways and customs.
% Tw;’;‘;‘::;:e A 1 A new life is beginning for me,
e e And according to your promise,
« What behaviour is recommended when we face unkind You will be my strength and my shield.
words or accusations? Yes, Lord, you watch over my comings and goings,
And ! thank you for afl your blessings.
ff Discuss Rodrigo, Brazil

=

« Have you ever been subjected to insufts or unkind
words? How did you react?

« Have you suffered rejection or persecution because of

your religious practices? ord of Heaven and Earth,
- What does it mean to you to “behave properly”in the God of alt nations,
sgliety whereyou lg" Let this country you've sent us to be kind to us.
k 'Help us to accomplish
jgi Pray, using verse 12 Everything you sent us here to do.

‘Always let others see you behaving properly...”

o catt help e be g goodWiines Whereviive. May this land be a source of blessing to us,

And may we be a blessing to this land in return.

And may all the glory be to You,

Goastep further The only master of time and circumstances.

+Read 1 Peter 2:11-25 and Daniel 1t0 3. Laurence, Gabon




ow do we start a new life? Ruth sought a

husband who could protect her; Abraham was

tempted to lie when threatened. In his teaching,
Jesus seems to encourage us to use our wits. But what
He is really advising is to rely on God’s help, and also
to take other people into consideration.

INCE | LEFT MY COUNTRY TEN YEARS AGO ['ve

been through many difficulties and suffered much deception. |

had hoped for a better life in Europe, for freedom and security.

Instead, I've had to face all the challenges of the life of a refugee.
Where can | sleep? What can | eat? Every day was a struggle.

When | was refused asylum the problems got worse. | hadn't eaten for
days and | had nowhere to live. As a refugee | was not allowed to work
even though | needed money. | was really desperate in this society where
no-one showed me any pity. | could see na solution other than to become
adrug dealer or to steal, but | didn't want to do that.

One day someone asked me if | wanted to sell drugs for him. So I started
to deal. | felt quilty befere God and before my ‘dlients; because | knew
these drugs would destroy the lives of these young people. But the
money | eamned allowed me to live. | would have preferred to find any
other job, even the most degrading. ..

Back home | had vowed never to take drugs. At that time my Christian
faith was very strong. But in Europe, my spiritual life went downbhill,
hecause of all the daily difficulties.

| felt that 1 was not myself any more. Sometimes | smoked drugs to
forget the hardships of this life. How could | change and get out of all
that? Thanks to God, one day I found some people who helped me and |
stopped dealing with drugs. | got back on the straight and narrow road
of faith.

In the detention centre where | spent six months, | now share my
experience with other refugees. My situation is still precarious and
problematic, but | know my limits now, what | can do and what | can't do.

Telor, Liberia

FTER A LONG JOURNEY ON FOOT, BY BUS,

AND BY PLANE, wefinally arrive at our destination.

But alas! Nothing is straightforward. As soon as you start

to unpack your belongings, a letter comes to tell you that
there’s no room for you here. You can't sleep, you lose your appetite, and
homesickness eats away at your heart.

You end up forgetting family warmth, the safety of your own home, the
goodness of a hot meal. You ask yourself, where is our God? He who is
love, who is all-powerful, seems absent from the scene. But in spite of his
silence, he is there at our side, to encourage and uplift us when sorrow
overwhelms us.

Yvonne, Rwanda



fre ol means qcoepoble?

h

- LYING OUT OF NECESSITY?

mGENESIS 12:10-20

believe she was vour sister? Now |'ve married her. Take
her and gol She's your wife.”

So the king told his men to let Abram and Sarai take
thelr passessions and leave.

he cops failed, and there
was no food anywhere in the
land. So Abram anc his wife Sarai
went to live In Egypt for a while.

« When Abraham
(Abram) goes to Egypt
with his wife Sarah

(Sarai), he chooses to
lie because he is afraid
for his life.

But just before they gat there, he
said, “Sarai, you are really beautifull
When the Egyptians see how
lovely you are, they will murder me
hecause | am your husbanc But
they won't kill you. Please save my
life by saying that you are my sister”
As soon as Abram and Sarai arrved
in Egypt, the Egyptians noticed how
heautifl she was. The king's offica's
told him about her, and she was taken
to his house. The king was goad to Abram
because of Saral, and Abram was given

sheep, cattle, donkeys, s.aves, and camels.
Because of Sarai, the Lord struck the king and
everyone in his palace with termble diseases. Finally, the

king sent far Abram and said to him, “What have you done to me?
Why dicn't you tell me Saral was your wife? Why dic you make me

Think about

« Why does Abraham lie to Pharaoh about his wife?
Does he have a choice?

« Imagine what Sarah must have thought: what is the
woman’s place in this story?

+ Why was Abraham sent out of the country?

Discuss

+ Onyour journey, did you ever lie or hide things because
you felt you had no choice?

«» Were other people involved?

« What were the results, positive or negative?

Pray, using verse 18

“What have you done to me?”

Think about those who have been misled or hurt because
of my attitudes, or my words.

Go astep further

+ Read Genesis 12 to 25 (especially 20:1-11).
See also passages 1 and 9 in this brochure.




) Ruti 3:1-13

Ruth is a widow and

a foreigner in Israel,

Her mother-in-law

Naomi encourages her
to approach Boaz in
the hope that he may
become her protector.

FinpinG A spouse
AND PROTECTOR

ne day, Naomi saic to Ruth: It's
tme | found you a hushanc,
who will give you a home and take
care of you. You have been picking up
grain beside the women whao waork for
Boaz, and you know he s a relative of ours.
Tonight he will be threshing the grain. Now
take a bath and put on some perfume, then
dress in your best dothes. Go where he is working,
but don't let him see you until he has finished eating
and drinking. Watch where he goes to spend the night, then
when he is asleep, lift the cover and lie down at his feet.
He will tel: you what to co.
Ruth answered, "Il da whatever you say” She went out to the
place where Boaz was warking and cid what Naomi had told her.
After Boaz finished eating and drinking and was feeling happy, he
went over and fell asleep near the pile of grain. Ruth slipped over
quietly. She lifted the cover and lay down near his feet.
Inthe middle of the night, Baaz sucdenly woke up and was shadked
1o see a woman lying at his feet. “Who are you?” he asked.
“Sir lam Ruth,” she answered, “anc you are the reative who s supposec
totake care of me. So spread the edge of your cover overme.”
Boaz repiied: “The Lord bless youl This shows how truly loyal you
are to your family. You could have looked for a younger man,
either rich or poar, but you didn't. Don't worry, I'll do what you
have asked. You are respected by everyone in town. It's true that

@ - Read the book of Ruth.

Iam one of the relatives who is stpposed to take care of you, but there
is someone who is an even dloser relative. Stay here until maming, then
I'will find outif he is willing to look after you. Ifhe isn't, | oromise by the
living God to do it myse:l. Now go back to sleep until morming.”

% Think about
+ Why does Ruth look for a husband?
« How does she go about it?
« Why is Boaz attracted to Ruth?

o Discuss
ZM + Many men and women think they can solve their

residency problems through marriage, sometimes
encouraged by their family. Can Ruth’s story help us to
think about this question?

+ Think also about situations with which you are familiar.

« Evaluate the pros and cons. Put yourself in the position
of the spouse.

Pray, using verse 12

i “You are respected by everyone in town. It’s true that | am
one of the relatives who is supposed to take care of you...”
Arespected person? This is someone who does not betray
someone else’s trust: with God'’s help!

Go astep further

See also passages 4 and 14 in this brochure.



Act SHREWDLY

Jesus said to his disdples” A fich
man once had amanager to take
care of his business. But ne was
mLUKE 16:1-8 = told that his manager was wasting
- money. So the rich man calted him
« In this surprising in and said, "What is this | hear
story, Jesus encourages | aDOULYOU? Tel mewhat you have
his disciples to show  donel You are no longer going to
intelligence and evenr  work for me ” The manager said to
shrewdness in their © himself “\What shail | do now that
relationships with — my master is going to fre me? |
others. | cant dig ditches, and I'm ashamed
to beg. | know what I'l do, so that
people will welcome me into thelr
nomes after 've lost my job ”
Then one by one he called in the
people who were in debt to nis master
e asked the first one, “How much do
YoU owe my master?” "A hundred barrels
of olive cil,” the man answered. So the
manager said, “Take your bill and sit down
and quickly wiite ‘fifty".” The manager asked
someore else who was in debt to his master,
“How much do you owe?” ‘A thousand sacks of
wheat,” the man replied The manager said, “Take your bill
and wiite ‘eight hundred” " The master praised his dishonest
manager for tooking out for himself so well That's how it is!

dre ol meahs qccepiqble?

Think about .
% - What threat does the dishonest servant face?

- What solution does he find?

« Why does the master commend him?

Ak Discuss
W « How can this story be useful inyour situation?
+ Does it remind you of situations that you have faced?
« What s the difference between shrewdness and
dishonesty?

Pray, using verse 8

i “The people of this world fook out for themselves better
than the people who belong to the fight”
Let me be as clever and intelligent in serving others as
fam in taking care of myself!

Go astep further
»Read Luke 16to 19.
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o Jesus recommends . |
seeking God's help :
and trusting in His i
goodness. He also i

invites everyone to
think about their |
choices in life.
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Think about

« When Jesus says to ask or to knock at the door, what is he
referring to?

« Why does he use the example of parents and their
: r : -» R A children?

- What is the connection between asking for yourself and
acting on behalf of others?

« What are the two paths that Jesus describes?
}esus continued: Ask, and you will receive.

/ Discuss
-/ Search, and you wil find. Knock, anc the coar wil « When you arrived in a new place, what doors did you
be opened for you. Everyone who asks will receive. Everyane knockon?

who searches will inc. And the coer wil: be opened for everyone
who knocks. Would any of you aive your hungry child a stone,
if the child asked for some bread? Wauld you give your child a
snake if the child asked for a fish? As bac as you are, you stk
knowv how to give goad gifts ta your chidren. But your heaven.y Pray, using verse 7
Father is even more reacy to give good things to people wna ask. “Knock, and the door will be opened for you.”
Treat others as you want them to treat you. This is what the Law God hears me when | knock at His door.
and the Prophets are all about.
lesus continued: Go in through the namow gate. The gate to
destruction is wide, and the road that leads there is easy to follow.

. ‘ \ Goastepfurthe astep further
A lot of people go through that gate. But the gate to life is very

+Read Matthew 5 to 7 (espectally7 21-29).
narrovy. The road that leads there is so harc to follow that only a S
few peaple find it.

» Have you received any answers to your prayers?
«In your situation, who are the “others”?

« What do these two paths, the easy one and the difficult
one, represent to you?
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PRAYER

Il our hope has crumbled,
We have lost our savings,
Even human life is worth nothing.
What is your response to that, oh God?
Now!
Tell us, God, what you intend to do with all that!
P, Mookan, Sri Lanka

h God my Father,

| come to you

Through your Son Jesus Christ,

He who was a foreigner like me,
tempted like me, but who overcame evil.
| beg for your mercy and forgiveness. All these
years I've been searching for success, using all
means possible to satisfy my own pride and
lustful greed and to make a name for myself.
Touch me with your grace today, and make me an
instrument of your peace.
Where | used to plant thorns of wickedness and
despair, give me the strength to sew flowers of
goodness and hope.
Where selfishness took root, may | cultivate
kindness and tolerance.
Consume my hypocrisy and my lies,
Make me humble and be my protector!

Xavier, Madagascar



ERE | AM, AT YOUR POOR,

My brother and my sister,
Friend of all people of every race and every tongue,
[ You who rub shoulders with Timour, Kofi and Nguyen,
. H You who love Fanta and the musicand flavours of his country,
K 2ep 0h you my brother
Sy Who have perhaps known the joys and sorrows of exile,
. 3\}&{ Here | am, at your door.

Just like Mary, Joseph and Jesus fled the massacre ordered by Herod,
| have come to hide my life in the tender towrs of your country:
Where | come from, the doors had all closed,
| had become a stranger in the land where | was bom. ...
S0 I've come tofind shelter in the land where you grew up
= Tostart a new life; along with my family:
- | Over there, in the land of my ancestors,
~ Iy only outlook was misery. . .
‘ And now here | am, at your door.
Like Ruth who left her country
Tostart a new life elsewhere,
Please allow me togleana few husks,
Just enough to feed my family.
Here | am at your door, my brother, my sister:
Neither you nor | wanted it to be this way,
But here we are, givento one another. . .
ven after arriving in a new country, we still have Just as Joseph, when hewasaslave in Egypt, -
E to find a place to settle. The Bible gives several ol e Al S e i
G [, : | want to use all my talents to serve the country that hasaccepted me.
indications of how to integrate successfully. .
Let me give you all that |am.
We are all asked to be concerned for the good of the L :
: et me become your brother, your sister.
country where we live: to act for the good of all and
not just in our own interests; pray for the authorities
and for the whole of sodiety.
Itisimportant to remain faithful to God, and to try
to meet with other believers,

Ruth, Congo




| ParTicipATE
" INTHE COUNTRY'S PROSPERITY

n the letter { wrote that the lord
All-Fowerful, the God of Israel, had
said: ! had you taken from Jerusalem
The prophet - [C Babylonia. Now | tel! you to settle
Jeremiah, who = there andbuldhouses. Hantgardens

P Jeremisn 29:4-7

remained in Israel, sent . and eat what you grow in them. Get

0

__",?—
=0

[\io

aletter to the Jewish . married and have chidren, then help

people who had been our sons find wives and help your
exiled to Babylon by

their enemies.

daughters find hushbands, so they
can have children as well.
[ want your numbers o
grow, not to get smaller.

Fray for peace in Babvionia
and wark hard to make
It prosperous. The more
successful that nation &,
the better off you will be.

Think about

«In this letter, what are the different things that the
prophet, on behalf of God, suggests doing?

+Doyou think that this message surprised those who
received it? Why?

Discuss

« Do you feel well established in your new country?

+ We usually think first of our own happiness: how can
you also contribute to the happiness of the country
where you live?

Pray, using verse 7

“Pray for peace in Babylonia and work hard to make
it prosperous. The more successful that nation is, the
better off youwill be.”

Let me contribute to the well-being of my city and its
inhabitants, and pray for them.

Go astep further
+Read Jeremiah 29 to 31.

Pray FOR EVERYONE AND
FOR THOSE IN AUTHORITY

st of all, | ask you to pray
for everyone. Ask God to
help and bless them all, and

m1 Timotwy 2:1-4

tell God how thankful you
are for each of them. Pray for
kings and others in power so
that we may live quiet and

In his recommendations
to his student Timothy, the
apostle Paul gives reasons to

pray for others.

peaceful lives as we worship
and honour God. This kind of
praver s good, and It pleases
God our Saviour.

| &
God wants everyane (o be 5 | &‘
saved and to know the whole &5 | y

truth.
LA A

‘.

Think about
% - What different kinds of prayers
does the apostle Paul suggest
praying?
+Is the goal of prayer only to make sure
that our own life is peaceful and safe?
« What more does God expect?

f\?ﬂ Discuss
- Why pray for others, and what can we ask on their
behalf?

- Who are the “authorities” that we should be praying for?
- Do we sometimes find this difficult to do? Why?

Pray, using verse 4

“God wants everyone to be saved and to know the whole
truth.”

God’s love is limitless: many others are still being called to
discover it!

[\io

 Goastep further
- +Read Romans 13:1-10.



) JoIN A FAITH COMMUNITY

“hey spent their time leaming from
the apostles, and they were like
family to each other They also broke
m Acts 2:42, 46-47 bread and prayed together.
J : Day after day they met together in the
o This prssags tempfe. They broke bread Eogether in
describes the very first different homes and shared their foad
group of Christians, | Napply and freely, whie praising God.
who had received = Evervone liked them, and each day
the Holy Spirit. It = the lord added to their group others
shows how they fived = who were being saved.
together as believers,
based on the
principle of sharing
everything.

o 6 43
wral

- 1
T e e

Think about

% - What different activities do these Christians practise?
« What does “breaking bread” mean?
+ Why do you think that everyone likes them?

R Discuss
«In the country where you live, are the praying
communities that you are familiar with active and
appreciated?
« What can you receive by gathering to pray there?
« What can you contribute to other believers?

e} Pray, using verse 42

7 ‘(. .they were like family to each
other. They also broke bread
and prayed together”
Experience fellowship with
other believers: each one can
both give and receive.

B Goastep further Bl
+ReadActs 1 and 2.

BEACTIVE AND FAITHFUL TO Gop

“hen on the Sabbath we went

| outside the city gate to a place
by the nver where we thought
there. would be a  Jewish "ACTS 16:13-15
meeting place for prayer. We :
sat down and talked with the + This story takes place
women wha came. One of © jn the city of Philippi, an
themwas Lydia, who was from jmportant Roman colony.
the city of Thyatia and sold The apostfe Paul stopped
expensive purple coth. She | bythereand metlydia, a
was a worshipper of the Lord foreigner who had settled
God. and he made her wiling | there-
to accept what Faul was saying. |
Then after she and her family
were baptized, she kept on
begging us, “If you think | really
do have faith in the Lord, come
and stay in my nome.” Finally,
we accepted her invitation.

Think about
% - What does the passage teach us about this woman, Lydia:
herwork, her background, her religion, her personality?
+ What does Lydia receive from Paul? What does Paul
receive from Lydia?
« Do you think that Lydia is well integrated into the society
where she lives?

1Hl Discuss
« Does the story of Lydia bring to mind any women that you

know?
« [s there a connection between cur faith in God and cur
success in life?

Pray, using verse 15
j “Then after she and her family were baptized, she kept on
begging us, If you think I really do have faith in the Lord,

come and stay in my home.
Stay close to the Lord, and practise hospitality.

Go astep further
« Read Acts 15:36 to 18:23.



] T he Ishmaelites took Joseph o
S PfGeess3gr12,19-8 ¢ | Egyptand soldhimto Potiphar
- —= the king's official in charge of the
palace quard. So Joseph fived in
the home of Fotiphar, his Egyptian
owner. Soon Fotiphar realized that
the lord was helping Joseph to
be successful in whatever he did.
Fotiphar fiked Joseph and made
him his personal assistant, putting
him in charge of his house and all
his property. Because of Joseph, the
Lord began to bless Fotiphar's family
and fields. Fotiphar left everything up
to Joseph. and with Joseph there, the
only decision he had to make was what
he wanted to eat.
Joseph was well-bult and handsome,
and Fotiphar's wife soon noticed him. She
asked him to make love to ner, but he refused
and said, "My master isn't warried about anything
in his hause, because he has placed me In charge of
everything he owns. No one in my master’s house s more
important than tam. The only thing he hasn't given me is you,
and that's because you are hs wife. 1 wan't sin against God by
aning such a terrible thing as this.” She kept begging Joseph
day after day, but he refused to do what she wanted or even
to go near her.
One day, Joseph went to Fotiphar's house ta do his work, and
none of the other servants were there. Fotiphar's wife grabbed
hold of his coat and said, “Make love to mel” Joseph ran out
of the house, leaving her hanging on to his coat.

+» Joseph has an
eventful life: sold
into slavery by his
brothers, he is able
| to integrate into
g Egyptian society and
serves in increasingly
important positions.
He also faces false
accusations. Later,
Joseph becomes
Pharaoh’s highest
counsellor.

After this, Potiphar’s wife takes her revenge
by making false accusations to
her husband concerning Joseph.

Think about
% « What are Joseph’s successes? What difficulties
does he go through?
« How does he react?
- What are the signs indicating that the Lord is with
him?
+ Why do Joseph’s superiors trust him?

& Discuss
Hl + When we face difficulties, does that mean that
God is not with us?
- How do we react?
- Should we seek success? How can our success also
be used to serve others?

Pray, using verse 21
‘... the Lord helped him and was good to him.”
True success: experiencing God’s goodness in my fife.

7

Go astep further
+ Read Genesis 37to41.

See also passages 2 and 28 in this brochure.

[ ) otiphar became very angry and threw Joseph in
I the same prison where the king's prisoners were
kept.
While Joseph was in prison, the Lord helped
him and was good to him. He even
made the jaller like Joseph so much
¥ that he put him in charge of the
A other prisoners and of everything
~ \‘ that was done in the jail. The
Jaiter did not worry  about
anything, because the lord
was with Joseph and made
him successful in all that he
did.




PRAYER

_rom this foreign land | call to you,

~ Lord.
| You are the one

N Who led me to leave my country;
| You guided me towards another people,
Taking care of me every siep of the way.

Vou led me far away from the noise of war,

And kept me safe,
You dried my tears and gave me rest.

| thought I'd never find peace...
But you came and comforied me,
And took away my fears.

Far away from my family and my homeland,

You are the same God in every couniry,

You are the faithful friend of exiles
And those who are suffering,

You showed me your love

Through those who were kind to me.
Even though 'm far away from home,
I found a new family and a new life

Under your watchful eye and loving care.

50 from this foreign land,
Which has become my country,

| call to you, my God, and give you thanks.

E \(ou led me \Zm/j away
onm the noice 01E W,
A“A Lbepf e g@l\ie,

\(ou AﬁeA my tears

A'HA\ gave me 1”8‘;{.

Ruth, Congo

»

__ earlord, every morning | place the day in your
~ hands.
' | ask you to show me someone with whom | can
: share your love.

| pray for my family, my neighbours, and for the country
where | now live, especially for the young people here. | pray
t00 for my country, and for those who stayed behind: my
brother, my sister, and my father.| know you're proteciing
them over thete, just as you've protected me here.
We left our couniry six years ago. The promise you made to
Joshua s siill true for us today: "I will give you every piece of
ground you walk on’ (Joshua 1:3)
Lord, you know why 'm here, and you're taking care of me.
You've blessed me with two wonderful children. We have
2 house to live in, and we're free to meet new people and
share your love with them.
Nevertheless, there are many problems in my life and in
the lives of those around me. Help me, Lord, not ic be
overcome by them. Help me io keep my eyes on you andio
frust you compleely.
Lord God, | thank you for everything. You are good, and you
welcome everyone who comes 10 you.

Nasit, ivory Coast



e never forget our country of birth; nor our
family, whom we always miss when we're
far away. Forgetting would mean denying
a whole part of our life and roots. This attachment
still leads many people towant to be buried
near their loved ones. Sometimes the problems
that arise in the new country force a return. At
other times, people choose to return voluntarily.
Returning home can also be motivated by the
desire to be part of our country’s development, by
offering our resources.

ROM FAR AWAY, WE 5AW EUROPE asa“land of

milkand honey”and as asafe haven against the plagues that

tormented our beloved country. We came to work as cleaners

inyour homes, labourers on your farms, and workers in your
factories and hospitals. We provide the workforce for your shipping
industry. Our work is exhausting, oftendangerous, dirty, degrading,
discrediting and inhumane. Many of usare ill-treated, mainly because
we are immigrants and our skin is adifferent colour from yours. But
poverty, injustice, civil war, persecution, and the will tosurvive, forced
us to leave our country and our people.

Unfortunately, we did not experience a warm Christian welcome.
Instead, we are blamed for the economic crisis that your profit-driven
society is experiencing. We are regarded as a plague that must be
driven back and brought under control. So now we tremble in fear, not
knowing what the future holds for us.

The only thing that keeps us going is the satisfaction of knowing that
the money we earn helps our families to survive, and that one

day soon we will be able to go home — although this idea

seems more of anillusion than a dream as time goes by. ..

Deepinside, we burnwith anger, pain and humiliation.
Anger at our helplessness, pain from loneliness, and
humiliation at having lost our self-respect. Many of us are
caught up in the vicious circle of kneeling in front of toilets
to clean them, and then kneeling in prayer to ask for the
strength to continue doing so.

Cesar, Philippines
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L/ Qmoug“ akout Jewusa]em, anA we
sat down and cried. we }nung our small
L}mﬁpg on the willow trees. Ow enemies
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PSALM 137 ontertain them. T%eq insulted us and

« This psalm is sung by
Jews exiled to Babylon.

s}nou{e&l, \\Sing anu{ Zionl,”
Mewe in a Foweign ‘anJ, }now can we

sing ahou’c Jcke bﬂ”J? Jeﬂﬂusa‘em, \'F ‘

In a country that they
had not chosen, they Fowget you, |eJc my ﬁg#{ AanJ go ‘\'mp.
proclaim their unfailing et my tongue stick to the voof of my
| attachment to Jerusa- mou%, iF ‘ o tlwinlzl about you above
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both their homeland Ouv’ LOWJ, pums% ’c}ne anmites!
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SL\OUJEQJ, “COmp‘efe'q AQEJCT’OL} JCLTQ C|tq|
Tezm down every Buiuing 1 Ba%q‘one/ you
are Joomej‘. ‘ pray ’c}ne Lomlls Hegsmgs on
anyone who pum's%es you }EOT‘ what you did to

Us. Mmq %Le b?J He@s everyone w%o Eea{s

your c%iuwen against Jciwe woclqgl

Think about

» How does the author express his nostalgia for his homeland?
What is he afraid of?

» How does he feel about the country where he is living?

« Doyou think he is still in exile?

» How do we interpret the angry outburst at the end of
this Psalm?

Discuss

«Infacing difficulties in the country where you live, doyou have
negative feelings? What kind?

« If you miss your homeland, why is that?

« Do your memories correspond to the reality of the situation?

Pray, using verse 4

“Here in a foreign land, how can we sing about the Lord?”
Keep the faith, and sing for God even in exile.

Goa ;tep furth er

+Read Isaiah 60 to 62.

possih’e?

WHERE SHOULD WE BURY THE DEADY |

he people of Israel made their VA \

home in the land of Goshen, A
where they became prosperous e . %
and had large families. Jacob
himselflived there for seventeen
years, before dying at the age
of one hundred and forty-
seven. When Jacob knew he
did not have long to live, he
called in Joseph and said, “If
you really love me, you must ,,
make a solemn promise not = his son Joseph, Pharaoh’s ;
to bury me in Egypt. Instead,  highest counsellor. = o
burymeinthe placewheremy 1}
ancestors are buried.” “I will do
what you have asked,” Joseph
answered. “Will you give me
your word?” Jacob asked. “Yes, |
will,” Joseph promised. After this,
Jacob bowed down and prayed at
the head of his bed.

» Jacob emigrated to
Egypt with his sons and
their families. He was
helped to settle there by

Think about

% « Why does Jacob not want to be buried
in Egypt?

» What responsibility is Joseph asked to take on?

iV Discuss
\ {{ «Is the place where you or your family will be buried
important to you? Why?

» Does this choice have implications for others?

o Pray, using verse 29
ya “Ifyou really love me, you must make a solemn promise

not to bury me in Egypt”
Respect the deep desires of each individual concerning
death.

Go astep further
«Read Genesis49to 50.

See also passages 2 and 26 in this brochure.




REBUILDING A COUNTRY

'am Nehemiah son of Hacaliah,
I and in this book I tell what | have
done. During the month of Chislev
in the twentieth year that Artaxerxes
CAN VI ruled Persia, | was in his fortress city
/ m NEHEMlAH 11-582:1-5 of Susa, when my brother Hanani
— came with some men from Judah.
» Nehemiahisa = S | asked them about the Jews
well-placed Jew, | \yho nad escaped from being
4 Ormmc.'wl captives in Babylonia. | also asked
servant of the king :
of Porsie, Helies T them about thle city of Jeru;alem.
Susa, far from his ~ 1Hey told me, “Those captives who
homeland. Butthe = have come back are having all kinds
dramatic situation of troubles. They are terribly disgraced,
inJerusalem leads &~ Jerusalem’s walls are broken down,
himtoreturntohis - and its gates have been bumt.” When
homeland. = | neard this, | sat down and cried. Then
for several days, | mourned; | went
without eating to show my sorrow, and |
prayed: Lord God of heaven, you are great
and fearsome. And you faithfully keep your
promises to everyone who loves you and obeys
your commands.

During the month of Nisan in the twentieth year that Artaxerxes
was king, | served him his wine, as | had done before. But
this was the first tme | had ever looked depressed. So
the king said, “Why do you look so sad? You're not sick.
Something must be bothering you.”
Even though | was frightened, | answered, “Your Majesty,
I'hope you live for everl | feel sad because the city where
¥ my ancestors are buried is in ruins, and its gates have
been bumt down.” The king asked, “What do you
wantmeto do?” | prayed to the God who rules from
heaven. Then [ told the king, “Sir, if it’s all right with
you, please send me back to Judah, so that | can
. rebuild the city where my ancestors are buried.”

; Think about
% « How does Nehemiah react to the news from his
homeland?
« What worries him more: the living conditions of the
population or the condition of Jerusalem?
« Why does he hesitate to speak to the king?
« What does the passage reveal about Nehemiah's
personality?

Discuss

» Doyou feel concerned by what is happening in your
homeland?

» Do you want to participate in its development?

» What is more important to you or your family:
staying in your adopted country or returning to your
homeland?

9 Pray, using verse 5 from chapter 2

1 “Please send me back to Judah, so that | can rebuild the
city where my ancestors are buried.”
Let me be ready to help my homeland, and also the
country where| live now.

Go aste furthr |
« Read the book of Nehemiah.



15 q refum

GOING BACK T0 OUR FAMILY

esus also told them another story:
Once a man had two sons. The
younger son said to his father, “Give
me my share of the property.” So the
father divided his property between
+ Itgives God great IS TWO SONS.
joy when anyone Not long after that, the younger son
comes back to Him. packed up everything he owned and
In order to show this, left for a foreign country, where he
Jesus tells the story of * wasted all his money in wild living.
a broken family, two He had spent everything, when a bad
brothersandtheir | yine spread through that whole land.
fathe’:qsmry ,that Soon he had nothing to eat. He went to
ends in reunion. ‘
work for a man in that country, and the
1 man sent him out to take care of his pigs.
He would have been glad to eat what the
pigs were eating, but no one gave him a
thing. Finally, he came to his senses and said,
“My father's workers have plenty to eat, and
here [am, starving to death! | will go to my father
and say to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against God in
heaven and against you. | am no longer good enough
to be called your son. Treat me like one of your workers.” ”
The younger son got up and started back to his father. But when
he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt sorry for
him. He ran to his son and hugged and kissed him. The son said,
“Father, I have sinned against God in heaven and against you. I am
no longer good enough to be called your son.” But his father said
to the servants, “Hurry and bring the best clothes and put them on
him. Give him a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. Get the
best calf and prepare it, SO we can eat and celebrate. This son of
mine was dead, but has now come back to life. He was lost and
has now been found.” And they began to celebrate.
The elder son had been out in the field. But when he came near
the house, he heard the music and dancing. So he called one of
the servants over and asked, “What's going on here?” The servant
answered, “Your brother has come home safe and sound, and your
father ordered us to kill the best calf.” The elder brother got so angry
that he would not even go into the house. His father came out and

posshle

begged him to go in. But he said to his father, “For years
I have worked for you like a slave and have always /
obeyed you. But you have never even given me a ;‘/

This other son of yours wasted your money on

prostitutes. And now that he has come home, you

ordered the best calf to be killed for a feast.”

His father replied, “My son, you are always with me,

and everything I have is yours. But we should be glad and

celebratel Your brother was dead, but he is now alive. He was
Ost and has now been found.”

% Think about
E){i » What do you find surprising in this story?
« Why did the son leave his father’s home?
« What events pushed him to return home?
« How is he welcomed: by his father, by his older brother?

o
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Discuss

« Do you think that this story is just talking about God’s love,
or also about family relationships?

« How does this story of the father and his two sons reflect
your own experience? Where are you in it?

« Sometimes it is difficult to return to our family: how will
our parents react, and our brothers and sisters who stayed
behind?

=

9 Pray, using verse 20:".. . his father saw him and felt sorry for him.
L He ran to his son and hugged and kissed him.”
Family ties can continue in spite of difficulties and tensions.
God'’s love is even stronger!

Go astep further
«Read Luke 14 and 15.



PRAYER

y Lord, | think of those 've left behind

in a troubled land. For now, it's too

dangerous for me to go back. When

| watch the news on television, | pray
for my country and for the whole continent: that the
people may live in peace.
| don't feel homesick... | know that wherever you
lead me, | will make it my home. | think of the
prophet Jeremiah, who encouraged those who had
been deported to settle in and pray for the country
where they were foreigners.
Lord God, | know you are preparing me for the
future - justas you prepared Joseph during his time
of exile in Egypt. I'm not afraid to go back to my
country. I've been through so many trials here in this
foreign land, where | don't understand the language.
Lord, | am willing to go wherever you send me and
my family. You know what s best for me.

Nanacee, Ivory Coast

ar away from you, my beloved country, my heart
longs to come home.
| pray night and day that one day all your children
will be able to come home.
When | left you, you were covered in corpses, and the
blood of the innocent flowed like rivers. These images
haunt me, torment me, and I'm afraid to come back. How
could I not be frightened, when you didn't even spare the
children, the young people or the elderly? Their screams
still echo in my ears.
Yet I'm sure that you will rise up again, and recover your
charm and your dignity. Then you will welcome your
children home with open arms.
All-powerful God, you who delivered the Israelites from the
hands of the Egyptians, deliver my people from the hands
of the devil. Give them pure hearts, filled with love for their
neighbours.
I miss the beautiful hills, the birds that sing in different
seasons, and the hospitality. | hope and pray that one day,
things will be as they were before that fateful, murderous
night that left so many orphans crying.

May peace, serenity and security return to your borders.
Yvonne, Rwanda
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I he Gospels tell the story of Jesus Christ.

] He lived like a foreigner in his own country.

He had neither comfort nor security; and “no

place to rest” (Luke ©:58). To help people know
God, Jesus taught with words, but also by the
way that He lived. He died as a condemned man,
judged and nailed to a cross, even though He was
innocent. The Bible affirms that God raised Him
from the dead. For all who believe in Him, Jesus
is the greatest sign of God’s love for humanity.
Jesus not only offers everyone God’s forgiveness
and salvation, but the Bible also says: “Jesus isn't
ashamed to call them hisbrothers and sisters.”
(Hebrews 2:11)

WAS BORN IN SOUTH VIETMAM, and brought up in

a Christian family by two wonderful parents who taught me to

love and respect God. Following a terrible war in my country, the

communists seized power, and my family suffered persecution
asa result. | waseight years old when my parents decided to send me
away. They put me on a boat with three of my sisters, and placed our
lives inthe handsof God, justas the baby foses was placed in basket
made of reeds (Bxodus 2).

| was the youngest aboard this small boat. The crew had decided to set
out in astorm so as not to arouse the suspicion of the authorities. We
were lost at sea, thrown about by the huge waves. Supplies started to
runout. And | could serse the panic rising among my fellow travellers.
(ne child cried incessantly, and | remember trying to comfort him. But
during that journey | never felt anxious or afraid, because | knew that
God waswith me.

Miraculously, we were rescued by a Thai fishing boat that wasn't
supposed to be inthatarea at alll We arrived in Thailand safe and sound
and were placed ina refugee camp. Six months later we were granted
permission to come to France.

| knewr nothing about this new country or its language, and | was sofar
avvay from my parents | felt completely lost. The only hope | had left
was God. | prayed every evening before going to sleep, and | cried alot
because | missed my parents desperately. | often had the same dream:
about going home and finding the house empty. That reminds me of the
story of Joseph when he was sold by his brothers.

{Ine night | remembered alesson | had been taught at catechism dass:
they told us that Jesus loved all childrenand wanted to be their friend.
That'swhen | started talking to Jesus and wanting to be his friend.

| hardly ever missed one of those meetings with him. | alsostarted
reading the Bible. And in spite of all the pain and suffering, | had peace
and hope in my heart. Jesus comforted me every day.

Today, asan adult, | still have the same free and easy access to my Father
through his son Jesus Christ. His love and his presence have comforted,
strengthened and made me who | am. | am married and | have a son.
#nd the only thing | wish for him is that he comes to know Jesus Christ
— because then, whatever he has to face in life, | know that he will be
more than a conqueror in His name.

Quoc Anh, Vietnam



God Is ¢
Tre Worb BECAME A MAN

I n the beginning was the one who is
called the Word. The Word was with
God and was triuly God. From the very
beginning the Word was with God.
And with this Word, God created all
things. Nathing was made without
the Word. Bverything that was created
received Is life from him, and his life
gavelightto everyone. The light keeps
shining in the dark, and darkness has
never put It out. God sent a man
named John, who came to tell about
the light and to lead &l pecple to have
faith. John wasn't that light. He came
only to tell about the light.
The true light that shines on everyone
was coming into the world.
The Word was In the world, but no one
knew him, though God had made the
word with his Word. He came into his own
world, but his own nation did not welcome
him.
Yet some people accepted him and put thelr faith
inhim. So he gave them the right to be the children of
God. They were not God's chidren by nature or because
of any human desires. God himselfwas the one who made them nis
children. The Wora became a human being and lived here with us.
We saw nis tite glory. the glory of the only Son of the Father. From
him all the kindness and all the truth of God have come down to us.

0S¢

El Jown 1:1-14

« This passage speaks
of Jesus’refationship
with God from the
beginning, and of his
coming into the world
tobring fife and light
toall people. Jesus is
called “the Word",

Think about

% « How is Jesus described in this passage?
«Is he welcomed?
« What does he bring to mankind?

Discuss

- Christians believe that Jesus was more than just a man.
Through Jesus, God associated Himself with all mankind
by coming to live aur life. What do you think about this?

- Does Jesus’ coming only concern Christians, or all of
humanity?

- What does the title given to Jesus, “the Word’; mean to you?

,_\O
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“Christ was truly God. But he did not try to

remain equal with God. Instead he gave up
everything and became a slave, when he became
like cne of us. Christ was humble. He obeyed God
and even died on a cross. Then God gave Christ

the highest place and honoured his name above all
others. So at the name of Jesus everyone will bow
down, those in heaven, on earth, and under the earth.
And to the glory of God the Father everyone will
openly agree, Jesus Christ is Lord!™

« PHiLippias 2:6-11

i Pray, using verse 14
“The Word became a human being and lived here withus.”
Jesus shared the life of humans: He understands alf
that ! experience, deeply.

Go astep further
«ReadJohn 1 to 3 and Hebrews 4:14-16.



God Is close

JESUS IDENTIFIES WITH THOSE
WHO ARE REJECTED

esus continued: When the Son of
Man comes in nis glory with alt
his angels, he will sit on his royal
throne. The people of all nations
will be brought before him, and he
,,’ - will separate them, as shepherds
, 51 Matriew 25:31-46 separate their sheep from their
, goats.
He will place the sheep on hs right

oy

« Jesus talks about a

‘greatjudgment‘that and the goats on his left. Then the
is to come. We will ail _ o
be judged on how we King will say to those on his rignt,
have treated those “My father has blessed youl Come
who are conside- and receive the kingdom that was
red to be the least prepared for you before the wond
important. was created. When [was hungny you

gave me something to eat, and when | was thisty, you gave me
something to drink. When | was a stianger, you welcomed me, and
winen twas naked, you dave me dothes to wear When [ was sick,
you took care of me, and when twas injall, you vsited me.”
Trenthe oneswho pleased the Lord will ask, “Whendid we give you
something to eat or dink? When did we welcome you as a stranger
or gnve you clothes to wear or visit you while you were sick orin jai 7"
The king will answer, “Whenever you did It for any of my people, no
matter how unimportant they seemed, you did I for me.”

0 eenyofe

Then the king wil saytothose on his left, “Get away from me!

You are under God's curse. Go into the everlasting o
fire prepared for the devil and his angels! | was : :
hungry, but you did not give me anything to.
eat, and | was thirsty, but you did not give
me anything to dink. | was a stranger, but
you did not welcome me, and | was naked, but
you did not give me any dothes to wear. | was sick and in jal,
but you did not take care of me.”

Then the people will ask, “Lord, when did we fail to help you
when you were hungry ortnisty or a stranger or naked or sick
or in Jaii?” The king will say to them, “Whenever you falled
to help any of my pecple, no matter how unimportant they
seemed, you faled to do it for me.”

Then Jesus said, “Those people will be punished for ever But
the ones who pleased God will have etermal fife.”

Think about
% « Who is affected by this judgment?
« Make a list of the different behaviours that are praised
by the King.
» Why are those who are affected by the judgement
surprised?

Discuss

« What can we learn about Jesus from this passage?

« Can this story help you change how you live with God
and with others?

=0
—s0

Pray, using verse 40

“Whenever you did it for any of my people, no matter how
unimportant they seemed, you did it for me.”

Jesus is the brother of those whose life is hard: He identifies
with them and defends them!

|\io

Go astep further

«Read Matthew 25 to 28. |




God Is cose o ClEnONE

You ARE NO LONGER FOREIGNERS fy Thirksbein

« What were the differences between the Jews and

Jouwere living inthis world without the non-Jews?
hope and without God, and you » Why do you think there was a “wall of hatred”
were far from God. But Christ offered between them?

his life’'s blood as a sacrifice and  Whydaes PRblput sa iR EpIphasts on
the cross?

Crcgnt JEuHesr G » What does he say about Jesus’
Christ has made peace between Heath?

Jews and Gentiles, and he has
united us by breaking down the
wall of hatred that separated us.

kg  Discuss
\ + Today, do you feel far from God, or close to Him?

* Inthe early church, Christ gave his own body to destroy « In your experience, have you ever felt a “wall of
the new Christians, | the Law of Moses with all Its iules hatred” between you and others?
coming from different and commands. He even brought » How can faith in Jesus help destroy this wall?
backgrounds, found it Jews and Gentles together as « Who are the members of God'’s family?

&a difficult to live together. ' though we were only one person,
- Forexample, the Jews

when he united us in peace. g Pray usingverse 14
‘ :hotrlﬁhftgey were On the cioss Christ did away with our A “Christ ...has united us by breaking qown the ‘
superior to others because sitrEd 5T EE BEAEE B A5 e wall of hatred that separated us. Christ gave his

theywere God's chosen _
people. Today, there peace between us and Ged by uniting

are still high walls that Jews and Gentlles inone body, Christ came

own body..."
Only Jesus Christ can destroy the hate that is
anchored in our hearts.

separate even those and preached peace to you Gentiles, who
who believe in were far from God, and peace to us Jews, ‘ .
Jesus Christ. Who were near God. And because of Christ, all Go a'step further

of Us can come to the Father by the same Spirtt.
You Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners.
You are cltizens with everyone else who belongs to the

N

«Read Ephesians 1 to 3.




PRAYER

ord, it's true that you are close to everyone.

| worship and bless you, from this foreign land

where you had already prepared a place for me. !

thank you for sustaining me at all times and in every
situation.

When | look back and see how you helped me cross valleys,
mountains and rivers, | can truly say that you are Emmanuel
“God with us’. And my prayer is that my children, their
children, and everyone who reads this letter, will know

that there is no other God like you, who takes care after
everyone who comes to you in need.

You placed generous people along my journey; you
protected me from danger; you changed circumstances
in my favour. You fed me even though | hadn't planted
anything, and you clothed me even though | spentno
money. In all my times of worry, fear and discouragement,
you were always there and your gentle voice whispered
these words: “1 will never leave you nor forsake you! (Joshua

1:6)

You are totally trustworthy. You became man even though
you were God, 50 that you could come close to your people.
You live in exile when you were still in your mother’s arms;
you knew what it was to be hungry; you suffered injustice,
betrayal, and death on the Cross. Thank you for making this
incredible sacrifice so that we could come close to you.

I bless you my God, because 'mno longer a stranger, I've
found a place to settle among your people. Teach me, Lord,
to help the poor, to share, to love, to forgive. Bless all those
who have opened their arms, their homes and their pockets
to help those in need.

!! |
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We hope this joumey thiough the Bidle has been an
encolragermeant
[0 you whatever your personal drcumstances.

Sharing with others

If you would like to deepen your knowledge of the Bible, we
recornmend that you gel in touch with other Chiistians whno
will be able to nelp you,

Through reading the Eible you will discover God's desire [0
draw near o human beings, to show us his love and to be
our guide. God's plan was completed in the coming of Jesus
Christ. The Gospels show that Jesus reaches out to people
from all walks of life, without ever rejecling anyone. He
forgives sins, he heals the sick, and he leaches a new way of
living. Christians believe that Jesus is alive today and that he
continues to work through the Holy Spirit. He cnanges the lives
of those who will receive him and brings them doser o God.
When we become followers of Jesus we discover a new bond
with fellow believers, who are now our brothers and sisters in
Christ. We are no fonger alone with our doubts and difficulties.
We can share our problerms and pray together, helping and
encouraging one another

Combating prejudice

There may be many people in the country where you now
live who are prejudiced against foreigners. This happens in all
societies, induding your home country, Prejudices of this kind
often cause feelings of rejection.

Here are some examples of things you may hear. “Forelgners
are invading our country and taking all our jobs”, “foreigners
are given too many rignts and they take advantage of our social
support”, "foreigners are all delinguents”; “foreigners are oo
different from us to be able to adapt to our cuiture.”

New armvals can also be prejudiced: “The people
here are racist”, “material wealth makes therm
seflisn”; “they have no respect for God in this

sociely”; “elderly people

-
Q Lﬂx When I saw him - negfected, ]
oS, chitdren  disobey  their
o arents”,
{thought he was my enemy. P
When he came closer,
{recognised a human being. Behind these feelings

When [ shook his hand,
{found a brother,

of prejudice lie fear and
a lack of trust towards
J7  peoplewe don'tknow.

Tunisian proverb The best way to combat
these preudices s to
go out and talk to each
other, being ready (o

enter into dialogue with an open mind.

Settling in a new country doesn’t mean forgetting your identity
or your culture. It rmeans feaming to know and respect ancther
Culture, other ways of fiving and thinking.

A migrant orings their labour sidlis to the prosperity of the host
country, and they also bring the riches of their culture.

Contacting specialist organisations for migrants

There are many probiems when it comes to integration, and
depending on the host country, the lawes concerming immigrants
can be very restricting.

If you are finding it difficult to legalise your situation or obtain
your papers, or if you are experiencing problems in the areas
of accommodation, health or work, we advise you to contact
organisations that specialise in migrant issues, There is one in
every major town. The counseliors will take the time to fisten to
you. They will then be able [0 explain to you what your rights

are %?W&Yrﬂyrmation,

please contact us at the
following address:
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