
Number of languages with the full Bible tops 700 for the
first time

The number of the world’s 7,000+ languages that have the full Bible has 
topped 700 for the first time. Just over 5.7 billion people (around 80% of 
the world’s population) now have the whole Bible in their mother tongue.  

This significant milestone was reported in August 2020 by progress.Bible, 
which compiles data from Bible translation agencies across the world, 
including United Bible Societies. Nearly three-quarters of the world’s full 
Bible translations have been provided by United Bible Societies. 

“It is so encouraging to see 700 languages with the full Bible,” says UBS 
Director General Michael Perreau. “This is the fruit of generations of 
sacrifice and generosity. Each Bible translation takes years of hard work 
and dedication. We give thanks to God for the men and women who have 
spent so much of their lives bringing God’s Word to their communities and
for those who have supported and prayed for that work.”

Over the past five years alone, United Bible Societies has completed first 
translations of the full Bible in 50 languages, which means that 57 million 
more people can access the whole of God’s Word in their mother tongue. 

In addition, the Digital Bible Library®, set up to enable hundreds of 
millions of people to access Scripture through websites and apps, has 



recently reached the milestone of bringing together 2,500 texts in 1,622 
languages used by over 5.7 billion people.

“2020 has turned out to be a year of great uncertainty, with many seeking
hope and reassurance,” comments Mr Perreau. “It is even more important 
that people are able to access Scripture in the language that speaks most 
deeply to their heart. My prayer is that, amidst the many challenges 
facing the world, this will be the year that millions more will discover the 
riches of the Bible for themselves.”   

According to progress.bible’s data, the
number of languages with the full Bible
has nearly doubled over the past 30 years
(from 351 in 1990, to 700 in 2020). And it
was just 7 years ago, in 2013, that the
last milestone of 600 languages was
passed, demonstrating the incredible
progress taking place in Bible translation
today. 

“The increased momentum in Bible
translation in recent years is cause for
great thanksgiving,” notes United Bible
Societies Executive Director of Bible
Ministry Alexander Schweitzer. 

“Growing collaboration across agencies
has been an important part of this
exciting progress, as has growing
capacity-building efforts at grassroots
level amongst communities. These
factors, together with technological advancement and supporter 
investment, has enabled us, by God’s grace, to see these incredible 
strides towards making the Bible available to everyone. We are grateful to
God for bringing us all together and for blessing the work.”

“There is much work ahead: 1.5 billion people still do not have access to 
the full Bible in their language. Over the next two decades, our vision at 
United Bible Societies is to complete 1,200 translations, which will make 
Scripture accessible to 600 million people.”

United Bible Societies is a fellowship of Bible Societies working in more than 240 
countries and territories. Together, they are the world’s biggest translator, 
publisher and distributor of the Bible. In the last five years, Bible Societies 
around the world have distributed over 1.8 billion Scriptures and completed 
Scripture translation in 270 languages used by 1.7 billion people. Bible Societies 
are also active in areas such as HIV/AIDS prevention, trauma healing and 
literacy. Bible Societies work with all Christian Churches and many international 
non-governmental organisations. For more information visit 
http://www.unitedbiblesocieties.org/

The launch of the Ellomwe Bible 
in Malawi last year – one of the 
50 first full Bible translations 
completed by Bible Societies 
over the past five years.
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